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COURSE INFORMATION SHEET
	Course Title:  Identification and Natural History of Bumblebees
	Day/Date/Year:  
Saturday 9 July 2016 


	Start Time:   10:00
	Finish Time:  16:00


	Course Tutor:


	Mike Edwards

	Course description and subjects covered


	Bumblebees, an introduction to their identification, ecology and conservation.

No previous experience necessary.

Course outline:

Bumblebees are generally easily recognised as such, but trying to tell the species apart can be much harder. Based on the approach used in the Field Guide to the Bumblebees of Great Britain and Ireland (Edwards and Jenner, 2009, second edition), the course will help participants to understand the important features for accurate identification.

Being able to identify the species is only part of the picture, the species behave differently and occupy different niches in the countryside; the day will introduce participants to some of the major ecological differences between the species and the implications of these for actions to conserve our bumblebee fauna. 

Such conservation action needs to be carried out at a large scale and must, therefore, recognise how bumblebee conservation can be integrated into an actively farmed landscape without destroying the capacity of farming to provide food for humans.

Itinerary:

It is expected, that, subject to weather conditions, half the day will be spent looking at these insects in the field. It is hoped that this will be the second part of the day.

The day will start with an indoor session introducing participants to the diversity of UK species and provide background to their ecology and hence differing habitat resource requirements. The second morning session will concentrate on the identification of a restricted number of species which are likely to be seen in a wide variety of situations.

The afternoon session will put the identification skills developed in the morning into practice in the field. We will also spend a little time looking at what the bees are doing, which flowers are they visiting and what for.


	Meeting point / Venue address:


	The Downs Barn, Sompting Estate (see attached information sheet from Sompting Estate). 
http://www.somptingestate.com/downs-barn 


	Other sites to be visited:


	N/A

	What to bring:


	Good walking shoes, light raincoat (in case!), packed lunch. Camera and binoculars can be useful.


	Other Information:  

	Drinks can be made in the Barn and there are toilet facilities. Car parking is a little way from the Barn. (see attached sheets from Sompting estate web site)


	Public Transport:  

	Access not practicable from train, considerable walk. However instructions on attached directions sheet from Sompting Estate Website.


	Accessibility: 
	Field component requires ability to walk at a gentle pace for 
2-3 km in a couple of hours. It is not on a hardened path.
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